THEATRE ISVBAMWEXCHANGE:

Actors are thrilled when the audience is
engaged and responsive.Ve want you to
laugh, cheer, clap and really enjoy your time at
the theatre. However, please be considerate
theidhteatetbers. Talking, whispering and
veredife-threateniaging a live performance
e brdjugahtiltg) foiythe actors, and disruptive for
other audience members.

' because they affect

IFé@a'?Eﬁ Haua Miﬂh@l&ncouraging your students

oA cijé trﬁ“ fﬁﬁent aspects of the production.
o AL RINE R et
) eSS ?ﬁee saclgw, identify tasks for your class.
ave one%roup of students looking at the

set, another listening for the music and sound
effects, a third watching the lighting and a fourth,
the costumes. Compare notes after the show
about what they observed.Your students will be
more informed and they’ll be surprised by how
much they noticed. Ask them to be prepared
with one question for the actors after the show.
Brainstorm with them about possible topics to

get the most out of the experience!




THIS STU DYviIGelJ.ﬂ }D B prepare your students to see the play and to work the

performance into your curriculum. In addition to the general areas listed below we have identi ed

curriculum expectations that relate directly to Seussical, some of which are grade speci c. Often activities
will satisfy two or more expectations in content and form. For example, a drama activity can be used to explore
animal behaviour and a visual art activity can be used to identify community members. It is our objective to suggest
ideas for the creative, intellectual, social, physical and emotional development of your students.We believe that
drama, music and dance activities are vital to a child’s development!

In addition to DRAMA and LANGUAGE ARTS , Seussical - A Musical directly relates to student
development in the areas of:

MUSIC SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
- Musical Performance - Nature and Conservation
(Lyrics and Arrangement) - Animals and Habitat
DANCE SOCIAL STUDIES

- Choreography and Movement - Community and Government



THE PLAY
Sy wopsig

Seussical - A Musical, an adaptation of the Broadway musical for
young audiences, brings together Dr Seuss’s much loved books,
Horton Hears a Who!, Horton Hatches the Egg, and the story of
Gertrude McFuzz. It centers on Horton the Elephant’s quest to
save the people of Whoville, who live on a tiny speck of dust.
The Cat in the Hat narrates the story of Horton and the other
characters in the Jungle of Nool.

The play begins with Horton splashing in a pool when he hears
a faint cry for help. It is coming from a speck of dust and no one
else can hear it. The animals of Nool make fun of Horton but he
will not ignore the Whos in Whoville, especially little Jojo who
becomes his friend. Horton places the speck of dust on a clover
but it is stolen by the evil eagle,Vlad Vladikoff and dropped in a
huge eld of clover.While Horton desperately searches for his
clover, Gertrude McFuzz, who has a new tail like showy Mazie’s,
tries to get Horton’s attention. Mazie appears and convinces
Horton to sit on her egg. Horton stops searching for the Whos
and sits and sits. He is captured by hunters and sent to a circus.
Finally, Gertrude nds Horton and tells him she has found the
speck of dust with Whoville on it. But there is more trouble
when the animals of Nool put Horton on trial and threaten
to boil the speck of dust. Horton entreats the Whos to make
themselves heard, Jojo gives a great yell and the animals of Nool
nally hear the Whos. Horton hatches an elephant-bird and he
and Gertrude decide to bring it up together.



BACKGROUND INFORMATION

About Dr. Seuss

The pen name Dr. Seuss was chosen by Theodor
Seuss Geisel (1904-1991) when he dropped out
of college to work in advertising, draw political
cartoons and write children’s books. His ironic
self-granted “doctorate” title is now known
around the world by adults and children alike. As
Dr. Seuss, he has been awarded a bevy of prizes

-- including seven honourary doctorates -- and it
comes as no surprise that his acceptance speeches
are always in verse. Although his political cartoons
were incisive, his advertisements inventive, and

his Hollywood screenplays successful, it is for his
children’s books that he is loved in |5 languages,
and for which he won a Pulitzer Prize.

Since his rst published book in 1937, And to
Think That | Saw It on Mulberry Street, Dr. Seuss has
divided his literary output into two categories:
the Big Books and the Beginner Readers.The Big
Books, like the Horton stories, have messages
with a moral and ethical intent. They include Yertle
the Turtle, an anti-fascist tale of a Hitler-like turtle
despot, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, a hymn to
anti-commercialism, and The Lorax, an ecological
manifesto. The Beginner Readers include the
extremely popular The Cat in the Hat and Green
Eggs and Ham and they are written to make
reading fun. It is no wonder that Dr. Seuss is a
favourite with kindergarten and primary school
teachers and children’s librarians, and also with
social activists.

In an introduction to The Lorax, Pete Seeger
writes that Dr. Seuss is one of the most important
Americans of the twentieth century. In his 44
books he has entreated generations of children to
act against injustice and have fun doing it! From his
moving book about environmental destruction,

“UNLESS someone Like You
carves a whole awful Lot,
nothing Ls golng to get better.

lt's mot.” - vhe Lorax

How Seussical came to be

When Toronto producer Garth Drabinsky
acquired the rights to the Dr. Seuss books in
1998, he invited the creators of Ragtime and My
Favourite Year to adapt the Seuss stories into a
musical. Composer Stephen Flaherty and lyricist
Lynn Ahrens worked with Monty Python’s Eric Idle
to lift Dr. Seuss’s words and images off the page.
Initially the play was a full-length musical starring
Rosie O’Donnell as the Cat in the Hat but later
was trimmed down to a more effective version
for young audiences. It is this version that we are
producing at LKTYP. Although the main story is
based on Horton Hears a Who! and Horton Hatches
the Egg, Seussical - A Musical is full of verses from
many wonderful rhyming stories of Dr. Seuss.

Ask your students to listen for and identify lines
from:

The Butter Battle Book

Did | Ever Tell you How Lucky you Are?
Green Eggs and Ham

How the Grinch Stole Christmas

If | Ran the Zoo

| Had Trouble in Getting to Solla Sollew
McElligotOs Pool

One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish
Oh, the Places YouOll Go

Oh, the Thinks you can Think

The Lorax |

The Sneeches

Yertle the Turtle




CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

CURRICULUNPW, the Thinks you can Think” (GRADES 2

CONNECTIO
I\{Ne advise teachers to acquire the CD of Seussical the Musical to study the
Musical arrangements and lyrics.

Performan We have provided sheet music for an excerpt of “Oh, the Thinks you can

Think” on this page. Learn the song with your class.
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Reprinted with the Permission of Music Theatre International



CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

Lyrics and Arvangement (GRADES 3

The rhymes of Dr. Seuss lend themselves beautifully to musical adaptation. At the same time, creating a tune for well-
loved and remembered verses can change the way you say the poems and make you understand the lyrics in a different

way.

Be a“Broadway™ composer: Be a “Broadway” lyricist: ...and for the really ambitious...

In small groups (3 or 4
students) choose a favourite
rhyming quatrain - 4 lines

- from a Dr. Seuss book and
create an original melody to
accompany the words.

Once the melody has been
created, practice singing it out
loud in your group and present
it to the class or teacher.

In small groups, choose

a favourite character or
characters from Seussical.
Using a Dr. Seuss writing style,
write an original quatrain - 4
lines - that describes them.
Recite it for the class or
teacher.

I.  Write an original melody
to accompany your lyric.

2. Practice singing it out loud

in your group and present
it to the class or teacher.

“Broadway” activities by Shawn McCarthy



CURRICULU
(? CONNECT!

Animals and
Habitat

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

(%wt the Habitat (GRADES 2

There are many creatures, both real and ctitious, that are seen or
mentioned in Seussical. From the list of Seussical habitats below, ask
them to nd the best place for each animal or plant to dwell.

Seussical Plants and Animals Seussical Habitats

Cat House

Ga-zat Forest

Elephant Jungle

Bird Desert of Dreze
Kangaroo Mountains
Monkey Nest

Minnows Beaches
Whales The lake

Fish The sea

Night Owl McElligotOs Pool
Bees River Walloo
Dogs

Turtle

Elephant-bird

Mouse

Fox
Clover

Pillberry Bush

Once a habitat has been assigned to every plant and animal, discuss
what physical and behavioural characteristics the animals possess
that led to their decision.

Have the students choose one of the habitats from the list. Based
on the habitat, have them draw their own Seuss plant or animal. Ask
them to explain how the characteristics they gave their creation
could help or hinder them in their habitat.

Now that the students have a plant or animal in a habitat, have them
discuss what people could do to make that habitat better or worse
for their creature. How would that change affect other creatures
living in the habitat?



CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

@ CURRICULUM 5 Things and their Habitats (GRADES 2

CONNECTION

Animals and
Habitat

JUNGLE(ZHEHBIRA
Jungle Girls are Jungle of Nool
imaginary animals; they sing backup
for the other characters.

Have students work in small groups to select a Seussical habitat
from the previous page. If your students have invented a Seussical
animal or plant, you can group them based on those habitats. If
your students haven’t invented their own animal, assign each one
an animal mentioned in Seussical and group them based on habitat.

Ask your students to improvise as their plant or animal: how they
move around or exist in their space, how they get sustenance

and where they live. Once they have established themselves,
encourage them to interact with the other “animals” or “plants” in
their habitat.

How would the animal/plant feel in its habitat? Strong? (
Afraid?

How did your animal/plant behave towards others? Shy~
Curious?

Did your animdliptdaatyour habitat the way you originally t
that it would?

What were the advantages of having some of the other p
your habitat?

What about your animal/plant made it particularly well ad
where it lived?

What portions of your habitat are needed for your creatul
What is necessary for that portion of the habitat to remai
What happens if those portions of the habitat vanish?



CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

CURRICULU M\/ags to Protect Threatened Animals (GRADE 3
@ CONNECTION

By putting them in a place he can watch over them, Horton makes sure
Nature and that the Whos are safe. What are some of the ways that humans can
Conservation help to protect other species of animals? If humans move them to a new
habitat, how does that affect the animal and how wiill it affect the other

animals left in the habitat and the habitat itself?

¥ What are some ways that humans can protect the entire he
animals live in?
¥ Whatfféirent kinds of habitats should humans look to preser

nvistble dpangers (GRADE 4

When Horton discovers the Whos, no one believes him because he can’t prove that they exist. Only by
speaking up for themselves at the very last second are the Whos able to save themselves. But what happens
when there is no evidence that something bad might be happening? How do we decide how to act?

While the threat to the Whos was very immediate and visible, how do we learn to protect our world when it
comes to threats we can’t see?

Questions for the class to discuss or debate might be:

¥ What is pollution? Héeremdrkyrdis of ' Nl
pollution can you name? Is pollution there even if we IQL\‘.;";?P
canOt see it?

¥ What is global warming? Are humans responsible or is
it a natural phenomenon? How can we tell?

¥ What could cause a species to become extinct? Wh
could cause a species to overpopulate?

¥ If your students have redt®t.caaskssOs
what the numéemis ef cutting dowaléhe Tru
trees were. What could the Once-ler have done
diferently?

JUNGLE(GRAE).LE

the Jungle Girls are Jungle of
Nool imaginary animals; they sing
backup for the other characters.



CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

CURRICULUMNildren's rights (GRADE 5
CONNECTION

“Aperson’s a person no matter how small” - Horton the Elephant
Community and
Government Declaration of the Rights of the Child

In 1989 the UN Of ce of the High Commisioner for Human Rights established
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.This followed the groundbreaking
1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child that was based on ten basic
principles. These are part of many countries’ individual Charter of Rights.
However, in many countries of the world these rights are not enforced.

Here is a summary of the ten Rights of the Child:

1. Everychild, without any exception whatsoever, shall be entitled to these rights.

2. The child shatbedigprotection, and shall be given opportunities and facilitigs, by law ant
by other means, to enabtievaky plsidaly, mentally, morally, spiritually and
socially in a healthy and normal manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity.

3. The child shall be entitled from handasdhainthidoakity.

4. The child shall enjoysteddabseeurity; he/she shall have the right to adequd
nutrition, housing, recreation and medical services.

—+

e

5. The child whehipsialamental or social disability shall be given the special treatment,
education and care required by her/his particular condition.

6. The child, for the full and harmonious development ddvhenthis personality, needs
understanding.

7. The child is entitledetincatioejwehich shall be free and compulsory, at least in the
elementary stages; the child shall haveldyénd peeationity for

8. The child shall in all circumstandestlie sepestegtioeand relief.

9. The child slpadtdated against all forms of neglect, cruelty and exploitation. He/she
shall not be the subject of traffic, in any forrshahabt be admitted to employment
before an appropriate minimum age.

10.The child sipadtdatad from racial, religious and any other form of discrimination.
He/she shall be brought up in a spirit of understanding, tolerance, friendship among pec




3. How does Seussical — A Musical reinforce the Rights of Children and human beings?

¥ Why is it audlit for Horton to convince the creatures in the Jungle of Nool that the V
saved?

¥ Do we have thefseuty dnderstanding the wars and crimes that ravage societies fat
¥ How can we make Oout of sight, out of mindO become more of a local concern?

Read If the World were aVillage and discuss it with your class.Why is there such inequality in the world?
Brainstorm with your students.

5. Read the following Dr. Seuss books and identify e

s s . )£, ; ” T V7.
the social issues that are introduced and defended: SEVSSICAL g ,w/v/ 2
THE WICKEESHAMS

The Butter Battle Book A
How the Grinch Stole Christmas f

The Lorax &5
The Sneeches

Yertle the Turtle X

Y
N
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THE WICKERSHAMBROTHERS
of monkeys who steal Horton’s clover and

throw it in the clover eld.They're from Horton
Hears a Who!



Responsibility and Accountability (GRADES8 5

Horton promises to care for Mayzie’s egg and keeps his promise. Discuss with your students the importance of
keeping one’s word.

¥ s thishdiult to do?
¥ Why are so many promises broken and so many responsibilities ignored? Are people
Why or why not?

The scenes in Seussical - A Musical which are from Horton Hatches the Egg place the problem of caring for an
unborn child and infant at centrestage.VWe are perhaps more familiar with the scenario of the single mother
abandoned by a deadbeat dad but in a clever reversal, Dr. Seuss creates a male character who is responsible
beyond expectations. For his faithful hatching job, he is rewarded with a baby that looks like him. In the musical,
a further commitment is made when Horton and Gertrude decide to raise the baby together. Mayzie, the
cranky, vain and irresponsible bird is left out in the cold.

Ask your students to discuss the moral implications of the characters’ actions.
¥ What character traits are necessary to guide the actions of each one?
¥ What are the consequences they endure for their pains?







curious creatures (GRADES8 2

Dr. Seuss is known for creating incredible imaginary animals and plants.You and your class can create collective
imaginary animals with this activity. All you need is paper and pencil.
Students work in groups of three:

.,

en Pl

Fold a piece of paper into three sections horizontally so that you only see one

third of the page.

The rst student draws a head on the top third and continues drawing a bit onto

the middle third.

Refold the paper so that the second student can see only a bit drawn on the mid-

dle section of the paper.

The second student draws the torso and continues the drawing a bit onto the
bottom third of the paper.

In the same way, the third student draws the bottom half of the animal.

Open up the paper to see the incredible new animal

Ask your students to name the animal and tell a story about it.
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THE WHOS IN YOUR WORLD




RESOURCES

Seussical and Dr. Seuss
Ahrens, Lynn; Stephen Flaherty; Eric Idle. Seussical the Musical. New York: Music Theatre International, 1998.
Ahrens, Lynn with Stephen Flaherty.“There’s Another Think There!” American Theatre, October 2005.

Kathleen Krull, The Boy on Fairfield Street: How Ted Geisel Grew Up to Become Dr. Seuss, Random House, 2004.

Chronological list of Dr. Seuss books in Seussical — A Musical

Horton Hatchesl9#OEQgg Green Eggs Ad®6am

McElligotQ4 R0l The Sneeches and O1Béd Stories
Horton Hears A9%/ho!, | Had Trouble In Getting ,Tb986lla Sollew
If | Ran The TS The LoE71

The Cat In Th8FTat Did I Ever Tell you How 11933/ you Are?,
How The Grinch Stolé €&ristmas, Oh, The Thinks Youl®as Think!,

Yertle the Turtle and Q@entr@teiddcFuzz), 1958 The Butter BattEOBdok

One Fish, Two Fish, Red1®68, Blue Fish, Oh, the Places V&80l Go!,

The of cial Seuss website (Random House and Dr. Seuss Enterprises)
http://www.seussville.com

Dr. Seuss National Memorial, Spring eld, Massachusetts:
http://www.catinthehat.org



NOTES




